
 

 

 

March 29, 2017 

 

The Honorable Edwin M. Lee 

Mayor of San Francisco 

 

Dear Mayor Lee, 

 

I would like to first extend my sincerest gratitude for your prompt reply to my open 

letter which expressed my concerns about the establishment of the Comfort Women 

Memorial and plaque. I am especially appreciative to you for taking the time to 

explain the process behind the Comfort Women Memorial project along with your 

position on this matter. However, there still remains concerns in my mind that I 

cannot dispel. For this reason, let me once again write a letter to you. 

 

As you described in your letter, I acknowledge that the language of the plaque, 

about which I am concerned, was endorsed after thorough discussions and several 

revisions by the San Francisco Arts Commission. However, I still do not understand 

based on what historical evidence the commissioners decided that the text was 

factual. 

 

Just as you mentioned, history is often very personal and each individual’s 

interpretation varies to a significant degree. This is precisely why I am gravely 

concerned that if an unconfirmed and one-sided view is inscribed onto the plaque 

and displayed in a public space, many people around the world may accept it as 

historical truth. 

 

Allow me to say, so that there will be no misunderstanding, that I believe in fully 

committing to activities that aim to protect the dignity and human rights of women. 

If the purpose of establishing the Comfort Woman Memorial and plaque is to 

educate the public about the persistent global issue of human trafficking, the 

language on the plaque should be the one that is shared by the whole world, not the 

unconfirmed language deriving from sources whose interpretation varies among 

individuals. 



 

You stated that members of the organization advancing the establishment of the 

Comfort Women Memorial and plaque mean well and intend to honor the victims, 

which exhibits no intention to disrupt the relations between San Francisco and 

Osaka. However, I have to admit that there is a significant contrast on how citizens 

of Osaka view this matter in relation to your stance. This is particularly evident 

when looking at the current situation in Japan, where we the Osaka City 

Government, have been receiving a lot of opinions from citizens who oppose the 

establishment of the Comfort Women Memorial and plaque.  

 

To reiterate your letter, this is the year to commemorate the 60th anniversary of our 

sister city relationship. I, too, have no intention to disrupt our relations in this 

commemorative year. Rather, I hope that we can overcome this difficulty and 

develop a stronger, more trusting relationship, which we can proudly show to the 

world through the various exchange programs we plan to have this year. 

 

With the foundation of the friendship we have created since I first met with you in 

person this past August, I believe I can honestly convey to you these concerns that I 

bear. Hoping for our cities’ bright future, I once again strongly urge you as the 

mayor of your sister city to reconsider the current plan to have the establishment of 

the Comfort Women Memorial and plaque as an expression of the will of the City of 

San Francisco, if it were to progress without addressing further revisions and is 

then situated in a public space.   

 

Just as my previous letter, please accept this in the form of an open letter to widely 

reach the citizens of both cities so that they can understand my views. 

  

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Hirofumi Yoshimura 

Mayor of Osaka 

 


