
 

 

 

 

October 23, 2017 

 

The Honorable Edwin M. Lee 

Mayor 

City and County of San Francisco  

 

Dear Mayor Lee,  

 

First of all, on behalf of the citizens of Osaka, I would like to express my deepest 

condolences to the people of California for the severe damages caused by the 

recent wildfires. I pray for the eternal repose of the souls who tragically lost their 

lives due to this disaster. Our hope is for the affected areas in Northern California 

to make a full recovery and return to normal daily life as soon as possible.   

 

In celebrating this commemorative year that marks the 60th anniversary of the 

sister city affiliation between both cities, it was my great pleasure to welcome and 

meet again the co-chairs, Mr. Allen Okamoto and Ms. Kathleen Kimura of the San 

Francisco-Osaka Sister City Association, as well as the other delegation members 

who visited Osaka. On this occasion, I have entrusted this letter to the San 

Francisco delegation in response to your letter dated October 2, 2017.  

 

As mentioned in your previous letter, the sister city relationship has fostered 

many programs of exchange and friendship, which have created mutual benefit 

and deepened the understanding between the citizens of both cities. I certainly 

hold the same beliefs as you in these areas. Also please allow me to extend my 

sincere respect and gratitude to the San Francisco-Osaka Sister City Association, 

which comprises of private citizens who are firmly devoted in advancing the 

grassroots exchange between both cities, and to the City and County of San 

Francisco for warmly supporting the efforts of the association.  

 

In my open letter dated September 29, 2017, I conveyed my concerns that if the 

Comfort Women Memorial and plaque were to be located upon public property as 

an expression of the will of the City and County of San Francisco, the City of 

Osaka must then rethink the sister city relationship. But regardless of the letter, I  



 

was informed that at the San Francisco Board of Supervisors meeting held in 

early October, a resolution regarding the acceptance of the Comfort Women 

Memorial and plaque as a gift was assigned to the Budget and Finance 

Committee. I am truly worried about this latest development.    

 

As stated before, I earnestly wish that our sister city relations which have 

prospered over many years will continue even further. To achieve a future where 

hardships can be overcome so that the sister city exchanges between our cities can 

continue for the long term, I once again strongly urge you to treat this issue with 

careful consideration. In this letter I hope you can realize the heartfelt request 

that I wish to convey.   

 

Just as my previous letter, please accept this in the form of an open letter to 

widely reach the citizens of both cities so that they can understand my views.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Hirofumi Yoshimura  

Mayor  

 

 


