
 

 

 

 

 

November 15, 2017  

 

The Honorable Edwin M. Lee 

Mayor  

City and County of San Francisco  

 

Dear Mayor Lee,  

 

I would first like to express my deepest gratitude for your continued support and 

understanding toward the sister city relationship with Osaka. Last month, the San 

Francisco delegation comprising of 30 members visited our city and had cordial 

exchange with many citizens of Osaka.  

 

On the other hand, however, I was made aware that the San Francisco Board of 

Supervisors on November 14, 2017 adopted the Resolution 171070 [Accept and 

Expend Gift – Comfort Women Justice Coalition – “Comfort Women’s” Column of 

Strength, and Artwork Maintenance – Total Gift Value of $398,000]. Not only 

recently, but also on several occasions in the past, I strongly urged you that the 

Comfort Women Memorial and plaque not be located upon public property as an 

expression of the will of the City and County of San Francisco. In October 2017, the 

private property where the Comfort Women Memorial and plaque were situated 

became public property, and adding on to this is the resolution that was adopted at 

the Board of Supervisors meeting. I am truly worried about these latest 

developments.  

 

This is a commemorative year that marks the 60th anniversary of our sister city 

affiliation. I recognize that a sister city relationship is based on establishing solid 

mutual trust, but the timing of these movements occurring in your city have 

distressed the very relationship of trust. Our city has received deep concerns and 

opinions in regards to the Comfort Women Memorial being situated in San 

Francisco. If the current situation progresses allowing for the resolution to be 

approved, as stated in my open letter dated September 29, 2017, it is a difficult  

 



 

 

choice but the City of Osaka must then rethink the sister city relationship, which 

means to eventually discontinue sister city relations.   

 

Allow me to reiterate, I earnestly wish that our sister city relations, which have 

strengthened over the span of many years, can continue. I believe we should obviate 

the risk of causing disruptions in the community and any negative effects to our 

sister city relations, as well as carry the friendship established between our two 

cities since 1957 to future generations. To my understanding, you wield the power to 

veto the decisions made by the San Francisco Board of Supervisors within 10 days 

of their adoption of the resolution; as such, your astute judgment in exercising that 

power is absolutely imperative at this time.  

 

Ideally, I should like to meet you in person on November 13, 2017 to directly discuss 

this matter. As that date was unavailable, please kindly allow me to send my 

request in writing.  

 

Let me send this letter, as previous letters have been, in the form of an open letter 

that allows my message to widely reach the citizens of both cities.  

 

 

 

     Sincerely, 

 

 

 

     Hirofumi Yoshimura 

     Mayor  

 


