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During the Edo period, the Naniwabashi, Tenjinbashi, and Temmabashi
Bridges were referred to as the Three Long-span Bridges in Naniwa. The
Naniwabashi Bridge is commonly known as the Lion Bridge, as it has a
powerful lion sculpture on each newel post at the four corners.

MEWARAEAT A AR I — BB “ IR =K 7, I —
TRASHIRATT o MEBCHRAAFR “ -4 ", 7204 1 B9 £ A 227 R 7 e 22

L] ShHEA] CHE ) 3= ol = A e ol ) BhA] CROi ) 51 U}HP*I(%(W‘)RP
tEo] Uyt GR) A D gt Bed gl 5 syt U
EAE o] 2 71 9ol &% AR 7ol wjR F o] glofA, %7@‘ ‘grold
v’ 2 B stk

2,

X 3 F (1594) [CRISNIERASN. BYEBDBEEBHFB/EFINT
WEUco RBREHNEETEENSKBBEREND LSRR >EVDN
TVEY,

The bridge is believed to have been built in 1594, when the bridge had no
name and was simply called shin-bashi (new bridge). The name
Tenjinbashi is believed to come from the fact that the bridge is managed
by Osaka Temmangu Shrine.
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The name Hachikenyahama indicates that the area around Temmabashi
Bridge was home to eight boathouses during the Edo period, when this
area thrived as a center for the pilgrimage to Kumano.
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During the Edo period, Temmabashi Bridge was used as a commuting and
access route for government officials. The east and west town magistrate
offices were located to the south of the bridge, while public office
warehouses and residences of machi-yoriki (public security) officers were
located to the north.
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The bridge, which served as the north entrance of Osaka Castle, is
believed to have been built during the reign of Toyotomi Hideyoshi. During
the Edo period, the bridge was designated as an important bridge whose
construction, reconstruction, and restoration expenses were paid by the
Edo shogunate. The bridge also marked the starting point of the Kyo-Kaido
Highway (from Osaka Castle to Kyoto) and the Yamato Kaido Highway,
which concurrently served as the Nozaki Kaido Highway which was
famous for the pilgrimage to Nozaki.
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Osaka Castle built by Toyotomi Hideyoshi was lost with the fall of the
Toyotomi family. The current castle was rebuilt during the Tokugawa
period. In total, 13 structures on the castle grounds (five turrets, three
walls, two gates, two storehouses, and a roofed well) have been
designated as Important Cultural Assets by the Japanese government.
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About Monzaemon Chikamatsu's play:
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(; ' 'The Love Suicide at Amijima' and the 'Farewell Joumey of Many Bridges'
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The main characters in this play are Koharu, a prostitute, and Jihei Kamiya, a paper merchant with a wife and children. They have fallen in love against a complex
web of social and personal relationships, which drives them to decide to commit suicide together.

At the start of the “Farewell Journey of Many Bridges” they stand together on the Tenjinbashi Bridge (see map®). Late that night, Koharu had slipped out of
Yamatoya House in the Dojima Shinchi pleasure quarter to where Jihei was waiting for her outside, and they went past several bridges and came as far as
Tenjinbashi Bridge. They look back toward the West, recalling and lamenting the many bridges they have passed on their way here: Umedabashi, Midoribashi,
Sakurabashi, Shijimibashi, and Oebashi. They then cry “Look over there!” weeping as they point out the Namba-kobashi, Funairibashi, and Horikawanohashi bridges,
until they are blinded by tears. Jihei’ s house is to the north of the Tenjinbashi Bridge. Although not yet quite able to remove his family from his thoughts, he crosses
over to the South of the Tenjinbashi Bridge with Koharu. They walk along the river, and while their minds conjure images of the world of the dead, they cross the
Tenmabashi (see map®), Kyobashi (see map®) and Onaribashi bridges, to arrive at the location for their love suicide, the Daicho-ji temple at Amijima. Then, as dawn

Qreaks, the two lovers commit their love suicide at the Daicho-ji temple.
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