‘Bridges used as scenas in iiarature

Chikamatsu Monzasmon, a maier figure in the development of
"Ramigata” (the Osaka-Kyots region) culture, describes bridges in
his works with great affect. Such works ame valuable resources that
allow us to geat an idea of how the bridges looked in those days.

Bridges also act as the settings of some |iterary works. Yasunar
Kawabata based a novel antitled "Soribashi® on Sori Bridge, which
Is Iocated In the groum::s of the Sumiyeshi Taisha Shrine.
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From cherry-blosaom viewing In the spring and enjoving cool breszes in the
summer to moon viswing In the autumi and snow Viewing in the winter, since
anciant times people have gathiared at bridoes for a host'of reasons, and bsed
tharm as placas of rest and calebration.

Even now, dunng testivais and special events, they are thronged with large
numbers of paople, and overfiow with the sama enargy sean in former times

5 Festivals and Events Involving Brldges

Date: Endaf.lune aarly J
Hma Hahanmr‘l“ia ’I w
Parade - Dotombori River

At this traditioml evant, whmh 1akes. plcs al the fime
of & Kabuki perfortance, the actors Introduce B
hemasives and Lncournge peopld foo attend the
performance from e boat You can chesi for you
taycrite Kabukl actor fror cree af e Ledges on the
Detombori or Higashl-Yokaberl Rivers

Diate: 25 July (Funatogyo)
Tenjin Place: Nakanoshima and
Festival Okawa River

Thiis- ranks arengsow Kyotn's. G Festval and Tokye's
Hansda Festival a3 ene of Japan's 3 Greaf Peativels™ itls a
walar-based-svanl thal bossis 8 Modeand-yedr hislesy,
Miul'ry Earlchpas, suih &5 |HI||i|I IErll,I'l,;uI Twinivia ﬁlxk_,r; anil
Sekuranomiya Beicgs; offer greal vantags polnts foe viewing
the Funetegyo. procession and ter firewsnd display,

Maniwa Yodogaws [2EICHELGEETEIE
ST SRS TR Place: Hanks of Yodo River
This Trewark display was started in 1839 through the
efforts of local residents. Smee then, its nama has
been cranged to fhe "Manwe Yooogaws Sfisworks
Diapiay” and now fills the Summear might sky with — e =
arpund 20,000 fireworks. [t 1s neld on the banks ot ihe 1) Finswarks [Irminating
Yado River near Juso-Thash| Bridge, the nlght sky
Date: Dacambar
EENETEEET S Place: Makanoshima
This festhesiof light, which started i 2003 has-alrgady
beocome an established winter event. It s visied by
moes than ‘one milion people The bridges - of
MNakanoshima are gl lluminated, and pravide goad
varilags polints for &njoying the chaplays
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B Tenjin Fastivai

Osaka Hikarl

Bridges do not |ust allow people
and vehicles lo cross from one
slde of a rivar to the other, They
alzo support city functions by
convaying [felines such as water,
gas, power, and telephone lines,

] u:mrsld& r:f Tenun Brelge

The next time you go Lnder a
bridge, have a look for yourself at
its undersida,

WWMMM piovida graaf Uantaga points fo festivals

Tsuruno Bridge

Japan's oldsst bridge that appears
I historical records 1s in Osakal

It is fivaught that the sarliest referenes 1o a bridos In
Japanese histary is the following, which appears in the
Chroniciss. of Japan: *A bridge was construcied &
place called ‘Ikaing-tsu’. This bridge was called ‘Obase™, §

*|z=itsu”, 1ha locatior of this *Cbasa”, s believed to be
in Aha vicinity of moderm-day lkose Ward, The place
names "lkamo” gnd “Obase” are 5ill used in thie &g,
ahied 0 slone menurent and ketary mooument bave been
arectad at the “Farmer Site of Tsuruno Bridga”. which is
said to hive baen e sile of the bridge in Igatsu,
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q Bridges of Ancient

and Medieval History

The history of Osaka's bridges can be
traced Back to the reign of Emperor Mintoku
during the Kofun Period,

Afterthat, in the Nara, Heian, Kamakura, and
Sangoky Periods, bridges frequently appsarad
in nistory bocks and lagends. Many of these
tridges are shrouded in mysteny

B C=aka under Emperr Nirtaku
tarouinic. Sth camiury)

B Bridges of Recent History
When Toyotomi  Hideyash
buitt Osaka Castia, Higashi-
Yokoborl -and  Nishl-Yokabaor
Rivers were constructed, and
then in the Edo Penod, Dotom-
bor Biver was constructed, This
led to the crealion of a largs
number of bridges, and gave rise
to the expression “The 808
Bridges of Naniwa {Osakal”. "
B Ozaka Temsra Matsun

(iFeaka Temma Festival: Proparty of Oseka
Pepfectural Mlabennshimea Libang

m Bridges of the Modern Age

The Meiji Restoration saw an influx of westemn culture. and the start of a
awiteh from woodan bridges to iron ones.

Throwghout the Taisho and Showa Periods, with the development of
strestears and the promotion of the first city panning project, many of the

famows bridges thet ennch our llves today with thell glegance were constructed,

Bridges share tha history of local areas
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[Caaka's dret irort baidg, 1E70)

W Hanwa Hanel Higashion Tekigo Zu
(Crawing of Mardss Hans Higashibod on Brides!
Property ¢ Osacs Prefectus!l Hakanoshima Lioreny)

W Present-Day Bridges

Aftar Word War ), with Ihe
developmen! of motorzation and
Dndige-builcng tachnigues, ong-span
bridges Incoporating cutting-=dge &
technology were constructed over
the Yodo and Yamato Rivers and in
the bay area.

In recent years, there have been
activities amed at improving the
landscape, such as recognizing and
lluminating represantative bridges.
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e i Bridges.are precicus.assets.oflocal cilizense

Design Competitions

Ol Bricyge and Mingto-Otinsti

Osaka's bridoes are precious assets of its citizens and focal
araas,

Cleaning activities led by local peopla halp nat only to maintai
the beauty and popularity of bridges but also to imigorate local
argaas.
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As pard of a Dotombon Hiver waterirant improvement project, design
compstitions were hald in which design idsas for the construction of
Ebizt and Ukiniwa Bridges were received from the general public.

@Ebisu Bridge

Citizans were asked, through a
guestionnaire, about the kind of
bricge they warded, and then a
design competition was held, A
design that incorporated both fhe
theater-like guality of 3 piazza on
a bridge and barrier-fres consid-
erations was sslected

@Ukiniwa Bridge

A verdant desigh that conveys
the image of a floating fisld was
sglected. Sugpestions for the A
name of the bridge ware also 3 "1-, i
received from tha general pubiic,
and a namea that aptly exprossed
the design concept was selectad
= “Ukinlwa" (floating gardsn)

W Ukiniwa Bridge:
Wirinar nf Best Dasign Averd
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At the ends of bridges ; :
that have a closa relation- ! Naniwa E”dga

ship with history, cullurs, or _
the lives of citizens, monu-
ments indicating the origins
ot the bridges have been
erected,

Reflecting on the history
of Osaka through bridges
makes It possible to reaffinm
the relationship  betwesn

Thiz meonument (g decorat-
ed with Edo Patiod colo
prinis and Msiji Period pho-
tographs, which allew The
visitor. Ie get-a ghimpsa of
the E'fiﬂgi a5 |7 was Im for-
migt Urmsdé

W Kizugawa Bridge

Céscriptions of the chang:

bridges and people. g that have ccourred in the
Why not take a walking bridge singet oo Fierian
tagpether with f gl -

tour of the city's bridges
with this map as a guide!

lustratmnes visifors ap-
previais the bridge’s histo-
Iy,




