Osaka is the leading metropolis in western Japan with the second most urban functions after Tokyo. Osaka

possesses the all-round competitive power and rich character required to compete with other metropolitan regions in

the world.
Utilizing this potential, Osaka will play four roles as the second capital in order to contribute to building national
resilience and the growth and development of Japan, as well as leading the way to a decentralized society.

The Four Roles

Serve as the capllfal
of western J aBan

Back up the functions of the capital

Serve as a leader of a region-oriented, multipolar Develop a system to support Japan in both normal and
society, and improve key economic functions as an emergency situations by establishing Osaka and the
engine for Japan’s growth alongside Tokyo. Kansai region, which unlikely to be hit by a disaster at

the same time as Tokyo, as a core backup metropolis.

Cement its place as an Ksmn
metrogolis

Create and offer out new values and an identity Set the dynamism of the private sector, which is beyond
distinct from Tokyo, and establish its position as an the thinking of the governmental sector, at the center of
Asian metropolis. Act as Japan’s gateway to Asia society, and develop an environment that makes the most
and display its presence in the world. of both profit-making and non-profit activities. Osaka
sets an example of people-oriented societal development.

A people-oriented metropolis
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Osaka will live up to its original potential by changing itself into a “top runner” that leads other metropolitan
regions together with the capital, Tokyo.

As the western center of Japan, Osaka will serve as a growth engine that supports and leads the country into

the future in both normal and emergency situations, displaying its presence in the world with new values and an

identity distinct from Tokyo. This will contribute to greatly changing the pyramidal structure consisting of

geographical, social, and value systems that have cemented Tokyo at the top, allowing Osaka to play a leading role

in solving Japan’s social problems. 4



