
Regarding the “Resolution Urging the Establishment of a Memorial for ‘Comfort Women’”  

 

September 18, 2015 

Mr. Edwin M. Lee 

Mayor of San Francisco 

 

Dear Mayor Lee, 

 

On behalf of the citizens of the City of Osaka, I would like to express my sincere gratitude for 

your continued support towards the sister city exchanges between our cities. I am delighted 

that we are deepening our exchanges. For example, this summer, we welcomed two high 

school student ambassadors from San Francisco who are studying Japanese.  

  

I have been told that the “Resolution Urging the Establishment of a Memorial for ‘Comfort 

Women’” may be adopted by the Board of Supervisors on September 22nd. I am concerned that 

this would lead to the establishment of a memorial with the wrong inscription based on the 

notion that the actions of the former Japanese army were “exceptional.” Out of this concern, I 

have expressed my thoughts on the attached open letter sent on August 27th to the Board of 

Supervisors.  

  

My fear is that if the memorial’s inscription is based on false information and it is widely 

covered by the mass media, many people around the world will accept this unconfirmed, 

one-sided view as historical truth.  

 

Please allow me to repeat myself in order to avoid any misunderstandings: I have no intention 

of legitimizing or defending the issue of “comfort women,” nor do I intend to do so in the future. 

I believe that Japan must face its past mistakes and express sincere remorse; however, this 

problem must not be trivialized as an exceptional case that only involves Japan. 

 

This is because even today, women’s dignity is under threat around the world in areas of 

regional conflict. In order to create a world where all women’s rights are respected, every 

country must squarely face their own past problems and engage in addressing this issue. 

 

If there is any significance in establishing a “comfort women” memorial, it should be that it 

serves as a declaration to squarely face the past and strive for a world where every country 

respects the dignity and human rights of women as a universal value. Thus, if such memorial 

were to be established, the inscription should be written from this standpoint so that the 

message can be shared by the whole world, and should not include inaccurate information. 

 



The open letter that was sent to the Board of Supervisors on August 27th includes the 

statements written above. While my letter was used as reference material for the committee 

meeting on September 17th, the committee had decided to refer the resolution to the full 

Board. At the full Board meeting on the 22nd, I hope that the supervisors will take my open 

letter deeply into consideration and make their just decision whether or not to adopt the 

resolution.  

 

However, in the case that there are no appropriate amendments made and this resolution is 

adopted by the Board, as the resolution states, your city and county will work with 

community organizations to design and establish the memorial. My understanding is that 

according to the “Mayor’s Actions” section under the “Meeting Information Guide” by the 

Board of Supervisors, as the mayor you may show disapproval against the resolution.   

 

As you are well aware, there are many Japanese people living in San Francisco. As the mayor 

of Osaka, one of your sister cities, I request that when making your decision on showing 

approval or disapproval against this resolution, you give careful consideration for the 

Japanese communities so that they will not be disrupted due to the establishment of the 

“comfort women” memorial.  

 

By building on the strong foundation of friendship that both cities have enjoyed for 58 years 

since the affiliation in 1957, I sincerely hope that we can create an even better future by 

deepening the mutual cooperation between the City and County of San Francisco and the City 

of Osaka. 

 

Please allow me to send this letter in the form of an open letter to widely reach citizens of both 

cities so that they can understand my views. 

 

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

 

 

Toru Hashimoto 

Mayor of Osaka 

 


