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Case Studies of Food-related Complaints in Osaka City from April 2007 to March 2008

Asako OZAKI, Sumiko OHGAKI and Yoshiaki MORI

Abstract

Cases of food-related complaints in Osaka City in 2007 were as follows: 1. Yakitori (skewered
chicken barbecued over charcoal) with an unusual odor contained o-, m-, and p-cresol (0.05 = 0.10pg/g)
and methanol (390ug/g). The cresols were presumed to originate from the charcoal smoke and the
methanol to be a contaminant from ethanol used in the sauce. 2. Foreign substance found in yuzu (Citrus
junos) marmalade turned out to be the skin of a yuzu seed which was not removed in the production
process. 3. Udon (wheat-based noodle) with an unusual odor contained ethyl acetate (450ug/g) produced
by yeast. 4. A foreign substance found in burdock (Arctium lappa) salad turned out to be burdock root
which became admixed during the production process. 5. A foreign substance found in cheesecake turned
out to be a piece of foam polyethylene, but whether contamination had occurred before or after the baking
process remained unclear.
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