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Investigation of fibrous asbestos releasability from roof with cement sheets weathering

SAKAI Mamoru, ITANO Yasuyuki, NAKAO Satoshi, HANADA Takuya and MASUDA Junji

Abstract

Asbestos are natural fibrous minerals. Since they have been readily available from mines, inexpensive, heat
resistant, and easy to process, they have been widely used for roofs and walls of buildings. However,
manufacturing of products with fibrous asbestos have been prohibited in several countries, according to be
recognized as health affect, including of carcinogenic on lung and malignant mesothelioma and so on. In Japan,
there is a lot of stock of encapsulated or non-friable asbestos on building roofs. Investigations of fibrous asbestos
release from weathered roof cement sheets have been carried out since 1980s. This paper describes the outline of
these investigation and fibrous asbestos release from cement panels with real and artificial rainfall.

Key words: fibrous asbestos, releasability, weathering, rainfall
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