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Listening Comprehension Test  

Directions 

 

You are going to have a Listening Comprehension Test. This test consists 

of Part 1 and Part 2, with a different passage for each part.     

First, you will hear each passage read twice. Listen carefully and try to 

grasp the main points of the passage. Then, after each passage, you will be 

asked three multiple choice questions. Each question will be read twice.  

For each question, four possible answers appear on your answer sheet, 

labeled by the letters A, B, C and D. You must choose the best answer for 

each question. Indicate your choice by writing the letter A, B, C or D in the 

box provided for each question. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PART 1 

Florence Nightingale is one of the best-known women in Victorian medicine. She was born in 

Florence, Italy, in 1820 and brought up in England. Although she is best remembered for her work 

during the Crimean War, Nightingale fundamentally changed the role of nursing in hospitals, and was 

a key figure in introducing new professional training standards.  

Nightingale took on nursing in the face of resistance from her family, who felt it was not a suitable 

profession for a woman with her high level of education. Her ideas about infection were formed by the 

experience she gained reorganizing and improving the hygiene standards at the hospital at Scutari in 

Turkey during the Crimean War. On her arrival in Scutari she requested 80 more nurses and 300 

scrubbing brushes. Nightingale worked to reduce the numbers of soldiers who were dying from 

illnesses such as typhus, caused by poor standards of cleanliness.   

However, many people found Nightingale difficult to work with. She regarded both military doctors 

and the Sisters of Mercy, Catholic nuns acting as nurses, with suspicion and in some cases outright 

hostility. Nightingale clashed with Sir John Hall, Principal Medical Officer, as he insisted chloroform 

would not be used in amputations.   

After the end of the war she turned her back on military medicine and returned to England in 1856. 

Four years later she established a training school for nurses in London. Like Edwin Chadwick, 

Nightingale believed that infection arose spontaneously from foul-smelling miasmas. Although her 

understanding of the source of infection was wrong, Nightingale still helped to improve hygiene 

standards. Her training school instructed many nurses who followed her hygiene principles, thereby 

reducing infections in the hospital environment.   

Nightingale’s work made nursing into a profession, and helped the creation of international 

associations such as the Red Cross.                                                 (298 words) 

 

 

 

 

Q1. According to the passage, why did Nightingale’s family oppose her taking on nursing? 

 

A)  Because they felt nursing was not a suitable job for highly educated women like Nightingale. 

B)  Because Nightingale did not have enough experiences to work as a nurse.   

C)  Because studying nursing was allowed only for men at that time.  

D)  Because they thought Nightingale should be a Catholic nun, not a nurse. 

 

 

Q2. According to the passage, why did Nightingale clash with Sir John Hall, who was the Principal 

Medical Officer? 

 

A)  Because Sir John Hall made doctors avoid doing amputations. 

B)  Because Sir John Hall asked doctors to use chloroform in amputations. 

C)  Because Sir John Hall demanded that chloroform should not be used in amputations. 

D)  Because Sir John Hall believed it important to improve the hygiene standards in amputations. 

 

 

Q3. According to the passage, which statement is correct? 

 

A)  Nightingale was born and brought up in England, and she is well known in Victorian medicine. 

B)  Thanks to Nightingale, people had no infections in the hospital environment at that time. 

C)  Nightingale established a training school for nurses in London in 1860. 

D)  Nightingale’s understanding of the source of infection was not wrong. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          著作権保護の観点により、本文を掲載いたしません。 

 

 

 

 

 

        

出典：Florence Nightingale (1820-1910) 

(http://www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/broughttolife/people/florencenightingale.aspx) 
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PART 2 

Polar bears are in serious danger of going extinct due to global warming. The bears were the first 

vertebrate species to be listed by the U.S. Endangered Species Act as threatened by extinction 

primarily because of global warming. This listing happened in 2008 because of the ongoing loss of 

critical habitat for polar bears, the arctic sea ice on which they live and depend to hunt their almost 

exclusive prey, seals.  

Rising temperatures in the world’s oceans are causing sea ice to disappear for longer and longer 

periods during the late summer, leaving polar bears insufficient time to hunt. This is a worldwide 

problem, and the Endangered Species Act has listed polar bears as threatened everywhere in the world 

they occur. Polar bears can only survive in areas where the oceans freeze, allowing them to hunt seals 

living under, on, or in the frozen polar ice cap. 

Orbiting satellites have been able to track the seasonal extent of sea ice since 1979, and the trends 

are very disturbing for the future of the polar bear. The minimum extent of sea ice occurs in 

mid-September and new records lows for this minimum are now regular events. The most recent 

minimum low was set in 2012, surpassing the previous minimum of 2007. The trend is for the last 

summer sea ice in the arctic to be farther and farther from shore, making it necessary for polar bears 

to swim increasingly long distances from shore to reach the ice. Worse, the last remaining sea ice is 

over deep and unproductive waters that yield less prey.  

In the southernmost populations around Canada’s Hudson Bay, the sea ice does not persist 

throughout the summer. We can expect to see a similar trend when the sea ice disappears in the arctic. 

In Hudson Bay, polar bears now spend summer months on shore when the ice has melted and there is 

no ice platform from which to hunt seals. As a result, they must fast for months. Remarkably, Hudson 

Bay polar bears have been able to catch enough seals during the winter to tide them over during this 

period of on-shore fasting. But this situation is changing fast because of climate change. Now the ice is 

melting earlier and forming up later, leaving an ever-shorter period in which to hunt. Hudson Bay 

bears are now much skinnier, have fewer cubs, the cubs they do have more frequently don’t survive to 

adulthood, and the interval between successful litters is growing.                      (415 words) 

 

 

 

 

Q1. According to the passage, what is nearly the only food for polar bears? 

A)  Prey. 

B)  Whales. 

C)  Cubs. 

D)  Seals. 

 

Q2. According to the passage, when did the second minimum extent of sea ice in mid-September occur? 

A)  In 1979. 

B)  In 2007. 

C)  In 2011. 

D)  In 2012. 

 

Q3. According to the passage, which statement is NOT correct?  

A)  Hudson Bay polar bears can’t eat seals for months during summer. 

B) Hudson Bay polar bears have a longer period to catch seals because of climate change. 

C)  Hudson Bay polar bears have fewer baby bears than before. 

D)  Hudson Bay polar bears have lost weight. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

 

著作権保護の観点により、本文を掲載いたしません。 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

 

出典：Threats to Polar Bears 

(http://www.nwf.org/wildlife/wildlife-library/mammals/polar-bear.aspx) 
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