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Hate speech and racial discrimination

12. The Committee expresses concern at the widespread racist discourse
against members of minority groups, such as Koreans, Chinese or Burakumin,
inciting hatred and discrimination against them, and the insufficient protection
granted against these acts in the criminal and civil code. The Committee also
expresses concern at the high number of extremist demonstrations authorised, the
harassment and violence perpetrated against minorities, including against foreign
students, as well the open display in private establishments of signs such as

“Japanese only” (arts. 2, 19, 20 and 27).

The State should prohibit all propaganda advocating racial superiority or hatred
that incites to discrimination, hostility or violence, and should prohibit
demonstrations that intended to disseminate such propaganda. The State party
should also allocate sufficient resources for awareness-raising campaigns against
racism and increase its efforts to ensure that judges, prosecutors and police officials
are trained to be able to detect hate and racially motivated crimes. The State party
should also take all necessary steps to prevent racist attacks and to ensure that the
alleged perpetrators are thoroughly investigated and prosecuted and, if convicted,

punished with appropriate sanctions.

7~9 2014 8 28
Hate speech and hate crimes

11. The Committee is concerned about reports of the spread of hate speech including
incitement to imminent violence in the State party by right-wing movements or
groups which organize racist demonstrations and rallies against foreigners and
minorities, in particular Koreans. The Committee is also concerned by reports of
statements made by public officials and politicians amounting to hate speech and
incitement to hatred. The Committee is further concerned by the propagation of

hate speech and incitement to racist violence and hatred during rallies and in the



media, including the Internet. Furthermore, the Committee is concerned that such

acts are not always properly investigated and prosecuted by the State party (art. 4).

Recalling its general recommendations No. 35 (2013) on combating racist hate
speech, the Committee recalls that measures to monitor and combat racist speech
should not be used as a pretext to curtail expression of protest. However, the
Committee reminds the State party of the importance of safeguarding the rights of
vulnerable groups in need of protection against racist hate speech and hate crimes.
The Committee recommends, therefore that the State party take appropriate

measures to:

(a) Firmly address manifestations of hate and racism as well as incitement to racist

violence and hatred during rallies;
(b) Take appropriate steps to combat hate speech in media including the Internet;

(c) Investigate and, where appropriate, prosecute private individuals as well as

organizations responsible for such acts;

(d) Pursue appropriate sanctions against public officials and politicians who

disseminate hate speech and incitement to hatred; and

(e) Address the root causes of racist hate speech and strengthen measures of
teaching, education, culture and information, with a view to combating prejudices
which lead to racial discrimination and to promoting understanding, tolerance and

friendship among nations and among racial or ethnic groups.

35 2013
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